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| e ™ ‘?3-1; ot RO R AT iy - We can surely go up and take possession of it, for we can
indeed overcome it. Chazal say that three grants have been bestowed upon israel: Torah, the Land
of Tsraet and the world to come: but the Jew had to acquire them through effort, through suffering
(Berachos 5a). God rewards a person in zccordance with his effort. A person appreciates something
in proportion to the level of hardship he had to undergo to achieve it. To create the eternal bond
between spirirual values and the Jew. he had to work for it, to experience pain.
Holiness has one source: sacrifice. Holiness and sacrifice, both literally and figuratively, are fun-
damentally the same concept. Holiness can only be created through self-sacrifice, pain, eflort, and
exertign. 1f a person does not anticipaie and struggle, Noiness cannot come inte being,

That the existence of the State of Israel is a miracle is beyend doubt. At the same ume, il is a

miracTe TR TATRE BT G%AT Cos. At Jsraels ety Tnception. ot The st nignt of the state ot lsraels
existence, DOTHNS Were dropped on Tei AVIV. Subsequently, in the years since it has come intc being.

the relationship of world Jewry to the State of Tsrael has heen like the relationship of a mother to

heronly child: saturated wilh trembling. fear. and insecurity. Insecurity, because one is never sure if
a passenger bus will be attacked. One is never certain if a smail fishing vessel in the Gulf of Agaba
will not be fired upon. A mother whose son is stationed only a few miles from her home is never
surg 1l he will not become the next victim of Arab stupers.

Why is the suffering that has accompanied the enure history of the State of Israel necessary?
Because the State of Israel involves holiness, and holiness only exists if
hETOTeS & parner with Gop. g

The paradigm of this partnership is the mitzvak of circumcision. to which the prophet refers:
through vour blood shall you live (E2.16:6). The blood and the sulfering aliow us to merit the contin:
LL(::d existence of Mcdings Yisrael, We experier;ce Rl URCeTaT BeHEd R our islory because our
VETy Ansecuniy s a sign that Hashem indeed desires the Siate of lsrael. If He did not. the birth and
the suhsequent building of the State would have proceeded smoothly.

Jewish history is on a zig-zag trajectory. Abraham was repearedly promised a child by God,
and yet had o wail many long vears 107 Isaacs birth, uitimately 1o be commanded to sacrifice him.
Moses had 10 wait atop a cold mountain for forty days until Geod finally revealed Himself with the
miessage of lsracls forgveness. The suffering. the worny, the uncertainyy: is precisely what God de-
sires of us. «Derashor Harav, pp. 172-177)

man, through sacrifice.
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